Summary of the Antideficiency Act

The basic proscription of the Antideficiency Act is contained in 31 U.S.C. § 1341(a)(1)(B). The Antideficiency Act prohibits an officer or employee of the United States from "involving [the] government in a contract or obligation for the payment of money before an appropriation is made unless authorized by law." 31 U.S.C. § 1341(a)(1)(B).

The Act has also been held to prohibit the expenditure or obligation of funds in excess of available appropriations unless the expenditure or obligation is otherwise "authorized by law." 31 U.S.C. § 1341(a).  The Comptroller General has also held that the Act prohibits obligations of funds that violate specific statutory restrictions or other limitations on spending.  60 Comp. Gen. 440 (1981). 

The Comptroller General has explained that the prohibitions contained in the Antideficiency Act regarding obligations are directed at discretionary obligations entered into by administrative officers, and that the Act specifically provides an exception for mandatory obligations which are authorized by law to be made in excess of or in advance of appropriations. 65 Comp. Gen. at 9.
