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Subject: Use Of Appropriated Funds For Refreshments Incident To Award Ceremonies

There is authority under the Government Employees’ Incentive Awards Act, 5 U.S.C. Sections 4501-4506, for agencies to incur necessary expenses for the honorary recognition of employees.  The GAO has interpreted this Act as permitting agencies to use appropriated funds to pay for refreshments and meals in connection with agency employee awards ceremonies if agency officials find that doing so will materially enhance the quality of the awards program.  See 65 Comp. Gen. 738, 740 (1986); B-235163.11 (February 13, 1996).  

