Summary of the Miscellaneous Receipts Rule

In the absence of specific statutory authority, an agency must deposit moneys received for the use of the United States into the general fund of the Treasury as miscellaneous receipts. 31 U.S.C. § 3302. There are two exceptions to this requirement: (1) where an agency is specifically authorized to retain moneys it collects, and (2) where the moneys received qualify as refunds to appropriations. 69 Comp. Gen. 260, 261-262 (1990). In these instances, an agency can deposit the moneys into an appropriation account or fund for subsequent obligation and expenditure. 62 Comp. Gen. 678, 679 (1983). For example, when a program is funded out of a revolving fund, the enabling legislation ordinarily authorizes the agency to deposit program income into the revolving fund. 62 Comp. Gen. 70, 72 (1982). An agency must have express authority to retain moneys collected, however, even where those moneys might relate in some way to the agency's programs. See, generally, 40 Comp. Gen. 356, 359 (1960). 


Unless otherwise authorized, an agency may not retain for its own use any funds received for the use of the United States; instead it must deposit all such funds in the general fund of the Treasury as miscellaneous receipts. 31 U.S.C. § 3302 (1994). Failure to do so constitutes an improper augmentation of the agency's appropriation.

