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SUBJECT:  Use of Appropriated Funds for EEO Programs

          Although the General Accounting Office’s (GAO) decisions generally prohibit the use of appropriated funds to pay for food and entertainment for federal employees, an exception has been carved out for an agency’s EEO Programs.  For example, in B-199387 (March 23, 1982), the Comptroller General allowed a federal agency to use appropriated funds to pay for the provision of samples of various ethnic dishes in the context of promoting ethnic awareness and advancing the educational purposes of the agency’s EEO Program.  Likewise, in 60 Comp. Gen. 303 (1981), the GAO allowed an agency’s use of appropriated funds to pay for a dance troupe to perform when the performance served as part of a formal ethnic awareness program intended to advance the training objectives of the agency’s EEO program by increasing employee awareness of, and appreciation for, diverse cultural heritages.   It is also permissible to use appropriated funds to pay for lunches of guest speaker associated with EEO Programs.  Id.    It is not permissible, however, to use appropriated funds to simply provide meals to employees at EEO Programs.  B-301184, January 15, 2004.
