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SUBJECT:  Use of Appropriated Funds for Nonmonetary Awards

          The Comptroller General has consistently held that agencies may use appropriated funds to procure items at nominal cost to be used as honorary nonmonetary awards pursuant to the Government Employees Incentive Awards Act, 5 U.S.C. Sections 4501-4506. See B-271511, March 4, 1997.  Examples of approved informal nonmonetary awards that may be given to employees include plaques, desk medallions, mugs, pens, and jackets bearing an agency’s insignia.  55 Comp. Gen. 346 (1975) (plaques approved); B-243025, May 2, 1991 ($50 jackets bearing agency insignia approved). 

