219.800 - GENERAL 
     (a)  The DSCP Associate Director of Small Business is responsible for ensuring adequate communications with the Commodity Directorates concerning any commitment to the SBA in support of business plans as well as the identification of new items to be acquired through this program. If the items are currently being acquired from a small disadvantaged business concern and additional quantities are anticipated to support a section 8(a) subcontractor business plan, SBA will notify the SBO who, in turn, will provide pertinent information to the Commodity Directorate. The SBO may periodically request Commodity Directorates to furnish acquisition quantities and forecasts of requirements for certain types of items in order for SBA to evaluate the capability of certain contractors to follow the business plan. These forecasts will be furnished to SBA based on the best information available and are not binding from a contractual standpoint.

     (b)  Full and open competition is not to be used as a basis for not contracting under the 8(a) Program.

     (c)  See DFARS 219.8 for policy/procedures for direct contracting with 8(a) concerns.

        (3)  For competitive requirements exceeding the SAT, contracts may be awarded directly to the 8(a) contractor without the SBA signature on the contract. In accordance with DFARS 219.804-3, after an 8(a) contractor has been identified, a notification should be submitted to the SBA in writing, using facsimile or electronic mail. Contact the SBO for working of the notification.

         (i)  An SBA acceptance or rejection of the offer is required within five working days of receipt of the offer or notification.

         (ii)  For sole source awards exceeding the SAT, the SBA acceptance shall include a  verification and a determination of the 8(a) contractor's program eligibility.

         (iii)  Upon acceptance by the SBA, the contracting officer will solicit a proposal, conduct negotiations, and make award directly to the 8(a) contractor.

     (d)  Before deciding to set-aside an acquisition in accordance with Subpart FAR 19.5 or 19.13, the contracting officer should review the acquisition for offering under the 8(a) program. SBA regulations give first priority to HUBZone 8(a) concerns (see FAR 19.800).

